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HE purpose of this booklet is twofold; to 

inform those who desire to know about 

Sheffield as a summering place, and to 

serve as a brief sketch of the town in its various 

aspedls. It is hoped that the pamphlet will be of 

sufficient interest to commend itself to both the 

residents and those to whom the town is as yet 

unknown. 

W. D. FRENCH, 

F. A. SCOTT. 
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Sheffield in the Berkshires. 




I. 

EAUTIFUL for situation, '^ Sheffield lies in 
the heart of the Berkshires at the point 
where the hills open into a broad valley 
and the plain throws into contrast the 
loftiness and grandeur of the mountains. To the 
south are the pidluresque Canaan hills ; to the east 
the low lying mountains roll off in successive bil- 
lows; the western view is obstrudled by the Taconic 
range rising upward to the Dome; and to the north are 
glimpses of the uplands of central and northern Berk- 
shire. It touches Connedlicut on the south and is 
shut off from the state of New York only by the 
western mountains. 

In common with the rest of the Berkshires, Sheffield 
is in diredl communication with the city of New York 
which commands much of its products. The Berk- 
shire Hills Division of the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford affords quick and ready connedlion with the 
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metropolis and other cities to the south. The Boston 
and Albany, at Pittsfield, thirty miles north, brings 
into communication Boston and the east, and Albany 
and the west. Three hours bring one to New York, 
thru the Connedlicut hills with their varied beauty. 
Thru Canaan, over the Conne(5licut line, the Central 
New England, recently absorbed by the Consolidated, 
connedls with Hartford. It goes thru a country 
abounding in physical irregularity, ruggedness, and 
charm. 

Five miles north of Sheffield is the southern terminus 
of the Berkshire Street Railway, the well-equipped 
road that has united western Massachusetts by its lines 
in almost its entire extent. This road and the steam 
cars join Sheffield to that far famed country in which 
are Lenox, Stockbridge and Lee. Lenox, the town of 
palatial summer homes, is twenty miles north of Shef- 
field. It will be remembered that this sedlion is 
intimately connedled with the lives and careers of 
many leaders in American life and letters, — with 
Bryant, Hawthorne, Holmes, Longfellow, Jonathan 
Edwards, Beecher and Channing. Berkshire County 
and Litchfield County to the south in Connedlicut have 
brought forth and nourished many great Americans. 
Sheffield, in the centre of this region, is admirably 
placed for the seeing of these points of historical 
interest, having at the same time an environment of 
much natural beauty. 
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Tho in a valley Sheffield has a high altitude. The 
lowlands of the Housatonic River, which flows with a 
circuitous route thru the plain as it journeys to the 
Sound, are free from the taint of malaria. The air is 
clear and dry, unmixed with the impurities of city 
atmosphere. The broad valley invites a strong sweep 
of wind, cleansing the air. An altitude of eleven hun- 
dred feet produces a climate invigorating and healthful. 

An English lord, while in the Berkshires, said, 
' ' England has nothing more pleasingly pidluresque 
than Berkshire." Somewhat naively another person 
has remarked, ''Somebody has called Berkshire the 
Piedmont of America. I do not know how just the 
appellation may be, but I do know that if Piedmont 
can rightly be called the Berkshire of Europe, it must 
be a very delightful region." With his hills about 
him, the Sheffieldian says, '' If yu luv a mountain, cum 
up here and see me. ' ' 

II. 

The natural assets of Sheffield are very great. By 
a happy combination of chance and design it has a 
unique situation. The centre of the town lies along a 
main street of exceptional beauty. It has been said 
this avenue is scarcely surpassed in pidluresqueness. 
Four rows of elms, two on each side of the roadway, 
arch the street and paths with their charadleristic 
grace and dignity. These trees, planted fifty years 
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ago by about forty of the townspeople, make of the 
town one continuous arbor of coolness and shade in 
the hot summer days. Thru these lines of noble elms 
the old post road extends north and south in the centre 
of the plain, the mountains rising to the east and west 
beyond the fertile meadows. 

The main street is but a type of the fifty miles of 
good road which run thru the length and breadth of 
the town in intersedling parallel lines. The number of 
automobiles in Sheffield and the other Berkshire towns 
bear witness to the excellence of the thoroughfares. 
The ' * White Flyer ' ' and other less famous vehicles are 
seen on Sheffield streets in the summer and in 1903 
there were eleven of these motor carriages owned in 
Sheffield. 

The value of good roads is enhanced by the prodi- 
gality of trees and flowers, covering the bareness of 
rocks and hills. Clusters of pines with silken, velvety 
foliage abound side by side with groves of chestnut, 
maple and birch. The Housatonic in its winding way 
is overshaded by the drooping willows whispering over 
the water. The quiet and deep green of the foliage 
blends here and there with the dark rock, — on Bear 
Mountain, in the open and discolored quarries, and on 
the high slopes of the Dome. 

Less prominent in the landscape but more beautiful 
are the flowers of meadow and wood. The seed of 
New England flowers, carried by the wind to every 
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spot open and hidden, have sprung up in lavish plenty. 
The daisy, the violet, the golden rod, the iris, the 
anemone, laurel and arbutus, — all the varied tinted 
tribes of the soil, are everywhere. Here and there, in 
a spot known only to the fortunate few, a rarer flower 
grows; the fringed gentian, celebrated by Bryant in 
his fine poem, is one among many of the less common 
and shifting flowers whose habitat is in this region. 

These native beauties of valley and hillside are very 
pleasing, but the visitor to Sheifield loses much if he 
fails to see the panorama spreading out from the 
Dome, the highest point in the Taconics. From that 
height of twenty-six hundred feet the view extends in 
all dire<5lions for fifty miles or more. Below, to the 
west, is the hamlet of Mount Washington, a spot of 
great beauty, high up in the heart of the Taconics. 
Farther west are the Catskills with the Hudson at 
their base, and away to the northward rise other of the 
Appalachian Range. In the northern extent of the 
Berkshire valley are seen Greylock and Odlober Moun- 
tains, while to the east the lower hills roll away in 
choppy billows. Southward are the Canaan hills, the 
northernmost of the Connedlicut uplands, and Hart- 
ford, over fifty miles away, can sometimes be discerned 
on the edge of the horizon. 

Below, in the valley, lies the Sheffield plain, flat, 
but showing great fertility and diversity of soil and 
dotted here and there with hills. Scattered among the 
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hills are bodies of water, mirroring the sun's rays and 
affording to Sheffield environment of additional charm. 
The Twin Lakes of Salisbury are a patch of white in 
the southern view. Lake Buel lies in a northerly 
direiSion, easily reached from Sheffield and Great 
Barrington, and down the valley the Housatonic 
wanders in an ever changing and uncertain way. 




THE SHEFFIELD ELM. 



About the village of Sheffield are many places of 
considerable interest and charm. Bear's Den, a rough 
cliff of granite, is about a mile west and affords a com- 
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manding view of the valley in its whole extent, from 
Canaan to the far north. A grassy terrace extending 
into the lowlands of the river to the east of Main 
Street is known as the Pine Knoll, its sides covered by 
many tall and lordly pines which are estimated to be 
from one hundred to two hundred years of age. A 
part of the Massachusetts Public Reservations, hav- 
ing been given to the state by a number of friends and 
residents of Sheffield, it is a retreat of coolness and 
shade from the summer heat. One mile south of the 
centre of the town stands the "Sheffield Elm," the 
elm of elms in the village, of indefinite age, but 
probably a growth of several centuries. 

Other points of interest farther from the centre offer 
the opportunity and incentive for drives on mountain 
and wood road where the beauty and delight of the 
country lie. Eastward over Brush Hill and thru wood- 
land the road leads to Lake Buel, seven miles away; 
on the south it takes one to the Twin Lakes, six miles 
distant, with their broad expanse of three miles, and 
to Sage's Ravine, a precipitous waterfall of seventy 
feet; to the north the east road gives a view of wide 
and fertile fields and mountains and carries one to 
Great Barrington whence the return may be made by 

the west road thru the plain where stands the rough 
monument commemorative of the fight with the dis- 
contented Shays. One of the finest drives in the 
vicinity is to Mount Washington thru the Taconic 
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Mountains with their wild scenery of wood, stream 
and ravine. 

The drives sug- 
gested do not ex- 
haust the interest 
and a(5tivities of 
summer life in the 
town. The a<5live 
exercise in tennis, 
mountain climb- 
ing, automobiling, 
or golf, the last of 
which can be play- 
ed on excellent 
links at Great 
Harrington. The 
botanist seesmuch 
to study and ad- 
mire ; the geolo- 
gist discovers a 
land with an inter- 
esting physical 
history; the artist 
discerns a wealth 
of material ev- 
erywhere. The 
sportsman and 
fisher each year 
carries off his trophies: ruffed grouse from the hillside. 




SAGE'S RAVINE. 
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quail in the swamps and swales, woodcock during the 
season of flight, and trout and lake fish from their 
respecflive haunts. 

III. 

As the first settlement in the western county of 
Massachusetts, Sheffield has an honorable history. 
For one hundred and five years after the arrival of the 
founders of New England in Massachusetts Bay the 
wCvStem part of the state remained wild and uninhabited 
by white men. In the year 1725 one man with only 
his sixteen year old daughter journeyed thru the wil- 
derness and settled in the valley of the Housatonic at 
Sheffield. They travelled on horseback and the girPs 
saddle was a feather bed. This pioneer had come 
from Westfield, then a frontier town forty miles away. 

The original boundaries of the town of Sheffield 
embraced portions of the present towns of Great Bar- 
rington, Egremont and New Marlboro. In 1761 
Great Barrington separated from the town and about 
thirty years later other portions were incorporated into 
the other towns mentioned. Other Berkshire towns 
were settled about this time; Pittsfield in 1743, Lenox 
in 1750, Stockbridge in about 1734. 

The early struggle with the French and Indians 
brought the Berkshire settlements into a war while 
they were still young. The heroism characteristic of 
the New England pioneer saved the country against 
the invader. 
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The results of the Revolution were seen in great 
business depression thruout the country. Debt and 
stagnation of trade were present everywhere. A peti- 
tion had been sent from Sheffield and other towns to 
the General Court, asking that measures be taken for 
relief. In the vain hope of ameliorating these condi- 
tions, and, if nothing more, to prevent the trial and 
sale of debtors. Shays gathered together the discon- 
tented and endeavored to sieze the arsenal at Spring- 
field. The only pitched battle of the rebellion took 
place in Sheffield where the uprising was quelled on 
the plain in the northern part of the town, near the 
Goodale Quarry, on February 27, 1787. General John 
Ashley of Sheffield was in command of the small body 
of state troops called upon in the emergency. 

The period of the Civil War brought out the same 
qualities of patriotism and self-sacrifice shown in the 
War for Independence. In town meeting within two 
weeks after Lincoln's first call for volunteers, a com- 
mittee was appointed to form a militia. Money was 
raised to equip troops. As the war dragged on lib- 
eral bounties were offered to volunteers, and financial 
aid continued to be freely given. At the end of the 
struggle the town had sent forth two hundred and 
sixty-nine men, more than her quota, and had raised 
over thirty thousand dollars for the support of the war. 

Before the arrival of the Housatonic Railroad in 
1840, the town was the mid-station on the old post 
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road between Hartford and Albany and was on the 

turnpike running between New Haven and Canada. 
These fadts encouraged hotels, several of which 
flourished at that time. There is an old unauthenti- 
cated tradition of the period that the great Frenchman, 
Chateaubriand, on the way from Hartford to Albany 
chanced of an evening to meet a member of the Dewey 
family in one of these inns. The two fell into a con- 
versation which soon became mathematical and philo- 
sophic, absorbing the gentlemen till daybreak. 

The development of railroads and the growth of 
large cities, the centres of life and business enterprise, 
have had their effedt ui>on Sheffield. But as yet the 
quiet and repose charaifteristic of her past history and 
so indispensible to those under the strain of a»5tive life, 
seeking for rest and restoration, have not departed 
from her. 
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IV. 

The beauty of the Berkshires has long attracfled a 
body of men and women who have been powers in 
American life and letters. 

One of Sheffield's contributions to that band of men 
was the Reverend Dr. Orville Dewey, a man of great 
influence in his native town and in the Unitarian 
Society of which he was an able minister. He was at 
one time the associate of Dr. Channing in Boston; and 
later had charge of societies in Boston and New 
York. While at home in Sheffield for his health 
and restoration he prepared and delivered before the 
Lowell Institute of Boston a course of ledlures on * * The 
Problem of Human Destiny. ' ' 

The Barnard family, for years acflive in town life, 
produced two men of the first rank. Daniel Dewey 
Barnard was in 1849- 1853 the United States Minister 
to Prussia. Dr. Frederick A. P. Barnard, whose posi- 
tion as president of Columbia College gave him a great 
influence upon educational thought and pracflice was 
of this family. He, like Dr. Dewey, was a writer of 
note, and his articles on the subjecfl of education are 
strong and able. His brother. General J. G. Barnard, 
also bom here, was considered by General Grant, on 
whose staff he served in the Richmond campaign, to be 
the greatest engineer America had ever produced. He 
was on the Corps of Engineers of the United States 
Army for fifty years. 
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The war for independence brought out from Shef- 
field several men of power, tho not of great note. 
The Ashley family, whose name is preserved in Ashley 
Falls, gave to the country several soldiers of intelli- 
gence and leadership. Among them was General John 
Ashley of Shays* Rebellion fame. 

The man who settled permanently the question of 
slavery in Massachusetts was at one time a citizen of 
Sheffield. As a lawyer in this town, and later as 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the state, Theodore 
Sedgwick tested the law and gave the decision that 
rendered slavery illegal in Massachusetts, the first 
state in the Union to prohibit the traffic and institution. 

The vicinity of Sheffield has become interesting as 
the birthplace or land of sojourn of men of wide and 
national, if not world wide, repute. 

It will be remembered that Bryant first pra(5liced 
law in Great Harrington, which adjoins Sheffield, five 
miles to the north. He has given expression to the 
beauty of this land in ** Green River," ** Monument 
Mountain," **The Rivulet," *'The Death of the 
Flowers," and other poems. 

Three of New England's ablest divines have lived in 
the Berkshires. Jonathan Edwards, the scholar and 
writer, is widely known as the minister to the Stock- 
bridge Indians in the beautiful town twelve miles 
north of Sheffield. William Ellery Channing, the 
eminent Unitarian, spent several summers in Lenox, 
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and there became a friend of Fanny Kemble and 
Catherine Sedgwick. Miss Sedgwick was a native of 
Stockbridge, and Mrs. Kemble was among the first to 
admire Lenox, where she spent her leisure time for 
thirty years. Henry Ward Beecher also enjoyed sev- 
eral summers in Lenox where he at one time owned a 
farm and where he wrote his * *Star Papers. ' ' Litch- 
field, Connedlicut, in the county south of Berkshire, 
was the birthplace of Beecher and of Mrs. Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. Ethan Allen was also bom there. 
Beecher' s summer journeys took in much of the coun- 
try of southwestern New England: Salisbury, six 
miles south of Shefl5eld, Canaan and the Twin Lakes 
share with the Berkshire land a place in his *'Star 
Papers' ' and other writings. 

In his ''Little Red House" in Lenox, Hawthorne 
endeavored to restore his health. While there he 
wrote '*The House of Seven Gables," **Tanglewood 
Tales" (he called his Lenox home ''Tangle wood"), 
and planned "The Blithedale Romance." Longfellow 
and Holmes also spent some time in Pittsfield about 
thirty miles north of Sheffield. Longfellow found a 
theme for "The Old Clock on the Stairs" in the old 
clock in the country residence of the Appleton family 
which he visited on his wedding journey in 1843, ^^^ 
wife having been an Appleton. During the period of 
his visits to Pittsfield he wrote "Evangeline," "The 
Belfry at Bruges," and many other short poems. 
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Oliver Wendell Holmes passed what were to him 
* 'seven blessed summers" in Pittsfield, where one of 
his ancestors was an early settler. Many chara<5lers 
and much scenery of ** Elsie Venner" are thought to 
have been found there. Holmes wrote commemora- 
tive lines, as was his custom, on several occasions dur- 
ing his stay; three of them are '^The Dedication of 
the Pittsfield Cemetery," '*The Ploughman," and 
* 'Lines Read at the Berkshire Jubilee." 

The ** queerest and wisest of humorists," Josh Bil- 
lings, was a native of Lanesboro, just north of Pitts- 
field, located in his own words, '4n the state of 
Massachusetts, and iz about 150 miles west ov Ply- 
mouth rok." It may be his description of New Ash- 
ford, next his native town fits other Berkshire towns, 
among them Sheffield; **It iz one ov them towns that 
don't make enny fuss, but for pure water, pure 
morals, and good rye, and injun bread, it stands on 
tiptoze. ' ' 

A former minister of Stockbridge, Dr. David Dudley 
Field, was the father of one of the brainiest families in 
America. One of his sons, David Dudley Field, was 
an eminent New York lawyer; another, Stephen J. 
Field, was a Justice of the Supreme Court in the 
United States; a third, Cyrus W. Field, bom in Stock- 
bridge, was a successful business man and the projec- 
tor of the first transatlantic cable; the fourth, Henry 
M. Field, also bom in Stockbridge, is remembered as 
the traveller and editor. 
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One other man, born in Great Barrington, was one 
of our ablest college leaders. He is Mark Hopkins, 
president of Williams College, of whom Garfield is 
reported to have said that a liberal education for him 
would have been a log with Mark Hopkins on one end 
and himself on the other. 

The towns of Berkshire, and Sheffield among them, 
have reason to be proud of the noble men and women 
who have made a home within their borders. The 
roll is a goodly one. 

V. 

There was a time in the economic life of the town, 
before the railroad made specialization of industry 
pradlical and profitable, when Sheffield, in common 
with other New England communities, supported a 
sufficient variety of industries to make importation 
unnecessary. Carriages, clothes, silverware, hats, 
cabinets, were among the articles made: iron forges, 
tanneries and carding machines were paying ventures. 
Several hotels flourished, fed by the travel over the 
turnpike on which Sheffield was an important station. 

Influenced by the growth of cities, the centres of 
commerce and trade, the country town has as is well 
known gone thru an industrial revolution. To-day 
the chief business of many New England towns is 
dairying. Sheffield is peculiarly adapted to the en- 
couragement of this occupation. The Housatonic 
valley, at this point six miles wide, is fertile; its flats 
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are well fitted to the raising of cereals, and its hill- 
sides excellent for grazing. The presence of the 
Willow Brook Creamery in Sheffield gives to the 
farmer a ready market for his milk. The milk is 
prepared for distribution by a very interesting and 
simple process. It is first weighed, the farmer being 
paid by the pound at a price depending upon the 
amount of butter fat in the produdl. Samples are 
taken and tested twice a month. During the winter, 
the milk is slightly warmed before passing thru the 
clarifier. By means of the centrifugal force of a 
rotary movement, the sediment and impurities are 
there separated out. The cream passes into large 
vats in which it is stirred by the "agitator" which in- 
sures a fixed richness in every bottle. From the vats 
the cream passes into the running bottler, a device 
for filling a large number of bottles at one time; 
these are packed and shipped to New York by special 
milk trains. During the summer the excess of cream 
is utilized in making butter, the produdl being un- 
touched by hands during the whole process of 
manufacflure. 

In a sense the agricultural production is a part of 
the dairying business, for a large part of the crops 
are used for the maintainence of cattle. The soil of 
the valley is a sandy loam with a subsoil of clay, and 
it produces good crops of farm produce, corn, grain 
and garden vegetables. No exportation of these arti- 
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cles takes place, however, since they do not always 
suffice to meet the local demands. 

Even the bare and unfertile rocks of the land are 
material wealth. From the Sound to Vermont thru 
western Connedlicut and Massachusetts there runs a 
rich vein of marble which comes to the surface in 
quarries affording a very high grade of stone. Two 
of these quarries are in Sheffield. 

The marbles of Sheffield are hardly inferior to any 
on the market. That from Ashley Falls, in the 
southern part of the town, is the second strongest 
marble in the American market; only the Beaver Dam 
marble has a higher crushing strength. It is claimed 
for the Goodale quarry, in the northern part of the 
town, that it is of a purity and quality equal to the 
famous Carrara stone. Both marbles have been put 
into very fine strucflures; that from the north quarry 
having been used in Girard College, Philadelphia, at 
a time before the railroad was put thru, and it is also 
found in the City Hall and Court House of New York 
City: the marble from the Ashley Falls quarry is 
found in the City Mausoleum of Columbus, Ohio, and 
in the Masonic Temple of Rochester, New York. The 
trap rock from the Goodale quarry is utilized in the 
lime kiln of The A. & M. Barnes Lime Company. 
The purity of the marble (98%) together with its 
crystalline strucflure make it possible to produce a very 
high grade of mason's lime that is known and used 
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widely thruout Massachusetts, Connedlicut and Rhode 
Island. The Ashley Falls quarry, with its 86-foot 
eledlric crane, its saws, rubbers and polishers, is able 
to turn out stone in any shape or size desired and has 
shipped marble to all points east of the Mississippi 
River. 

The water of Shefl5eld issuing from this bed of rock 
and fertile soil is also a source of revenue. Several 
springs and reservoirs exist in Sheffield which furnish 
water of medicinal value and of great purity. The 
abundance of such is a marvel. It is exceptional that 
water, unsurpassed in the State and rivalling, in the 
judgment of many, the famed Poland water, should 
be found in such plenty as to permit it to be piped 
into every home in the town for use in the house, 
bam and garden. The analysis of the State Board 
of Health shows the water to be almost absolutely 
pure and devoid of free nitrogen and saline ammonia; 
this is present in only 0002 of one part in 100,000 
parts; albuminoid ammonia in 0026 of one part, and 
mineral residue in 2.65 parts. It has great value in 
the treatment of kidney and rheumatic troubles. 

The pressure of the water in the mains is amply 
sufficient for house purposes and for the use of the 
hose company in its fight against fires. An efficient 
body of volunteers in the fire department renders 
property as safe as can be imder rural conditions. 

The Sodium Spring water, secured from another 
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spring than that furnishing the town water, and 
known on the market as Berkshire Sodium Water, has 
been for some years shipped from Sheffield. It is rich 
in sodium salts as shown by the analysis of Professor 
R. Ogden Doremus of New York. The medicinal 
and tonic value of the salts of sodium has made this 
water valuable in treatment of skin troubles, rheuma- 
tism and gout, dyspepsia and Bright' s disease. The 
town water has also been exported as table water. 

One other natural resource of the town has already 
been utilized and is capable of a greater development. 
It resides in the witch hazel tree, a small perennial 
tree or shrub which has its habitat in the swamp and 
is charadlerized by a peculiar yellow flower which 
blossoms in the fall. One distillery already exists in 
the town for the producflion of the extracfl of ham- 
memalis or witch hazel. 

Tho essentially an agricultural sedlion, Shefiield has 
these other industries, interesting and growing, which 
being the utilization of things native to the place, are 
profitable. It is also taking a conspicuous place as a 
summer resort of singular attradliveness. For many 
years it has drawn summer visitors from points as 
distant as Florida; while a great number of people 
from New York and Conne<5licut and vicinity have 
come here to spend their leisure. The elevation of 
the town and its geologic formation give to it pure 
air, beautiful, tho quiet, scenery, and water of unusual 
goodness. 
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VI. 

In what might be spoken of as its social and insti- 
tutional life, Sheffield may be called a typical New 
England town. The church was for many years the 
centre of that life, and until 1825 was identical with 
the town. The multiplication of church societies was 
a multiplication of social centres. The hotels in the 
old stagecoach days filled a large place in the town 
life. And at a certain period in the growth of the 
community the **village store" offered another centre, 
— the lyceum of town politics. Thirty-three years ago 
a new institution was added, the Friendly Union, with 
the purpose to unify the social life and to be to the 
Sheffield of the 1870's what the Congregational church 
had been to the Sheffield of 1770. And still another 
social fadlor was added on the arrival of the summer 
guest and visitor whose relations with the townspeople 
have been very cordial. 

As the state church of Massachusetts the Congrega- 
tional was the first institution of the town. It was 
founded in 1735 and has occupied an important place 
for one hundred and sixty-nine years. The Reverend 
Frelon E. Bolster has for the past three years been 
minister to the parish. 

The enthusiasm of Methodism, catching the spirit 
of the Wesleys, early entered New England and came 
to Sheffield in 1790. Fifty-three years later the 
society found a home on its present site. Under the 
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leadership of the Reverend J. W. Bohlmann, the pres- 
ent incumbent, the church strudlure is soon to renew 
its former appearance. 

The Episcopal society, at one time a mission of the 
Great Barrington church, was incorporated in 1866 
and entered the diocese in 1873. Over fifty years be- 
fore an unsuccessful effort had been made to form a 
congregation. The Reverend J. S. Ellis has for 
twenty years ministered to the society in its chapel on 
Main Street. 

In the year 1885 a church building was erecfted by 
the Catholics who had been for many years in the 
habit of attending St. Peter's in Great Barrington. 
Until two years ago the society was conducfted as a 
mission of that church; at that time Father T. J. Fitz- 
gerald was appointed to the parish and it entered the 
Springfield diocese. 

Over thirty years ago, in 1871, Dr. Orville Dewey 
and his daughter, Miss Mary E. Dewey, now of Bos- 
ton, organized the Shefiield Friendly Union for the 
sake of giving the town a centre of social and intel- 
ledlual life. It met first in the old academy building, 
then the store of Mr. Cyrus French, and later in the 
town hall. In 1887 friends of Dr. Dewey succeeded 
in eredling in his honor the Dewey Memorial Build- 
ing, a hall of stone, containing an auditorium, stage 
and library room. During its life of thirty- three 
years the society has heard many able ledlurers; its 
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other entertainments have depended much on the local 
histrionic talent under the diredlion of Mrs. Dr. G. 
W. Grover. The Union course, extending thru the 
midwinter months, is in a sense continued in the en- 
tertainments and plays given in the summer. Miss 
Viola Allen, present at one of these summer plays, 
showed surprise at the quality of adling found in this 
New England town. 

The schools of Sheffield must be defined as rural. 
They are under the careful supervision of the superin- 
tendent, Mr. A. J. Collins. The schools away from 
the centre are mixed and have under one teacher eight 
grades, from the first primary to the eighth grammar. 
The central schools are three in number, the kinder- 
garten and primary, the grammar and the high school. 
The elementary schools endeavor to follow the excel- 
lent course laid out by Mr. J. T. Prince, agent of the 
Massachusetts State Board of Education. The high 
school, with two instrudlors, aims to give a liberal 
secondary training. The regular secondary studies 
are offered, tho, on account of the limited attendance, 
they are not all eledled. Two years ago the course 
was changed from three to four years in length. 

The predecessors of the high school were private 
academies; one of them, the old Sheffield Academy, 
founded in 1839, prospered on the Plain for thirty 
years. The next year after this discontinuance, 1870, 
the public high school was established, antedated one 
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hundred and fifty-four years by the grammar schools. 
The library facilities of Sheffield are good. The 
town has a colle(5lion of two thousand volumes on the 
shelves of the library rooms in the town hall, covering 
the fields of history, literature, art, science and modem 




EY MKMORIAI, HALL. 



fidlion. This is well supplemented by the Union 
library in Memorial Hall which includes about fifteen 
hundred books of much the same character as those 
mentioned. Together they afford access to about 
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thirty-five hundred or more books, carefully seledled 
and of good tone. 

The history of Main Street, with its fine trees, is 
intimately connedled with another of the institutions 
of the community, the Village Improvement Associa- 
tion. In 1846 Sheffield had a "Tree Planting Bee," 
generally thought to be the only one on record in 
New England. Led by several energetic young men 
the whole village with unusual foresight planted in 
the Main Street the elms which now are the pride of 
the town. Fifty years later this unique event was 
celebrated in Sheffield, several of the original planters 
being present. Among them, and orator of the occa- 
sion, was Mr. Charles H. Dutcher, who, half a century 
before, was the boy who carried the chain used in 
spacing the trees. This celebration was the result of 
the organization of the Village Improvement Associa- 
tion which had taken place in 1894. A similar society 
had existed before and was one of the first in western 
Massachusetts, but its work had lapsed. The first 
president of the association was Mr. H. S. Andrews; 
the first secretary and treasurer. Miss Alice B. Sage. 
The By-Laws (Art. 2d) had this statement: **The 
purpose of this association shall be the doing of any- 
thing that shall tend to make our village more attrac- 
tive and pleasant. ' ' The present officers are Mr. W. 
D. French, president, and Mrs. T. C. Wickwire, 
secretary and treasurer. 
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Sheffield Boarding Houses. 



The Abbott Homestead — One mile and a half from centre of 
village on Main street. Large house, ample grounds and 
shade. Table supplied with our farm products. For par- 
ticulars, address Miss Julia E. Abbott. 



PiNEHURST — Five minutes' walk from Post Office and Railroad 
Station. The house has very pleasant rooms with piazza and 
large shaded lawn. Table supplied with farm products. 

Address Mrs. E. D. Andrus. 



Meadow Brook Farm — (Formerly Brookside) — Situated three 
miles from Railroad Station and Post Office on rural delivery 
route. House has extensive piazza with large lawn and 
plenty of shade trees. All farm luxuries provided. Only a 
limited number of guests accommodated. 

S. H. BusHNELL, Proprietor. 



French's Villa — Ample grounds, beautiful shade, large 
verandas; on Main street in centre of village. Applications 
should be made earlv to W. D. French. 



Mrs. F. p. Gleason — Attractive house with modern improve, 
ments and fine piazzas. Delightfully situated at convenient 
distance from Post Office, Station and tennis court. Pleasant 
grounds. For terms apply to Mrs. F. P. Gleason. 



The Willows — Open May to November. Broad piazzas and 
lawn, large rooms, all modern conveniences, (bath, etc.) On 
Main street, five minutes' walk from Station. Terms mod- 
erate. L. B. Matthews. 
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Mount Washington. 

In the most southwestern portion of Massachusetts, 
adjoining the states of New York and Connedlicut, 
and overshadowed on all sides by the Taconics, lies 
the village of Mount Washington. It abounds in hill 
and valley, is cut by beautiful ravines and heavily 
wooded. A drive of about nine miles from Shefiield 
over an ever mounting and pidluresque road brings one 
to this hamlet which is seventeen hundred feet in alti- 
tude and abounding in fresh air, cool breezes and 
nature undefiled. 

BOARDING HOUSES. 

Renneroyal Arms — Accommodations for thirty. High eleva- 
tion ; at the foot of Mt. Everett. Terms apply 

Alfred T. Spurr. 



Cottage Farm — Ira L. Patterson, Proprietor. Accommoda- 
tions for twenty-five guests. Terms $7 to $12. 



Hotel Alandar — Herbert W. Weaver, Proprietor. Accom 
modations for fifty guests. Terms $7 to $12. 



Wayside Inn — Wm. H. Weaver, Proprietor. Accommoda- 
tions for thirty-five. Rates from $8 to $io per week. Par- 
ticulars on application. 



Boarding Houses and Hotels advertised or listed in 
this booklet have been highly spoken of by their pat- 
rons, and are recommended by the publishers of this 
booklet. 
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ELHHUPST, 

In the Bcrtehire Hills. 




Open June first For the accommodation of summer juests. 

rgjLMHURST is situated on North Main Street, five 
^B| minutes' walk from the Station; nicely shaded 
grounds; house accommodates fifty, with mod- 
ern conveniences. Jersey milk, cream, vegetables and 
eggs produced on the place. Pure spring water, fresh, 
wholesome air, first^^lass table. Elmhurst appeals to 
any who propose spending the summer in the country. 
Terms on application; special rates to families. 

Uvery connected with place at reasonable rates. 



G. G. PECK, Proprietor. 

SHEFFIELD, Berkshire Co., MASS. 
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'ORCHARD \l „ . , „ ^ 
SHADE." r — '"^=-'»- 

la delightfully located on high grounds, beauti- 
fully shaded. Large, wide piazza. Very central; 
five minutes' walk to Post Office, Churches und 
Railroad Station. Commodius bath with hot and 
cold water. Telephone in house. 
For particulars, address 

Mrs. M. tl. Smith, 

Sheffield, Mass. 



Illudtrateb JSertisbire. 

I have on hand and make to order Photographic 
views of the natural beauties of Berkshire, cover- 
ing all points of interest for the lover of nature. 
SouTENiR Postal Cards with Berkshire views a 
specialty. 

CARRIE L. SMITH, "Orchard Shade," Shkfpield, Mass. 
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Maplewood Lawn. 

Shteiiield, Mass. 

X J One mile from centre of the village. Large 

^P^f^ farm house, ample grounds, fine piazza, 

^f\^ shade, large airy rooms and bath. Plenty 

'^^ 1 of fresh milk, eggs and vegetables. 

Only limited number of boarders accommodated. 
For terms and further particulars, address 

GEORGE M. COOK, Sheffield, Mass. 

FAIR VISTA FARM. 

Ubree miles from Sbeffielt) centre* 

Mian KLKVATION. 

Airy, cool rooms. Table supplied with fresh 
fruits and products of the farm. 

For terms, address 

:MIIS. FRED Mi. FORD, 

Sheffield, Mass. 



"BERKSHIRE HILLS. 



yy 



Hillside Stocl^ rarm, . . Sheffield, AAass. 

ELEVATION 900 FEET. 

Large yard and shady; running water, (sprihg); 
plenty of milk, cream, eggs, vegetables. Mail 
daily. N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. References. For 
prices apply to 

F. F. HULETT. 



SHEFFIELD IN THE BERKSHIRES 39 



illlllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilll!l!lllllilli;iillliiliil^^ 



:iiiiii;£ 




EI^ilBl 



A limited number of ix)arclers tat^en | 
during the summer season. I 



T.C.WICKWIPE, I 

(Bcncral llngurancc Haent. | 

None but the best Companies represented. M 
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A. T. Wakefield, M. D 



Ts T~^ 



~i <^ 



Office: Main Street, opposite Post Office. 



8 TO 9 A. M. 

Office Hours: ^ 1 to 2 p. m. 

Evenings. 



Telephone: 32-5. 
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TAGHKANIC INN 



First-class in every detail. Open all the year 



NORMAN K. SHEARS, Proprietor. 



James W. \^allace. 



Hair Cutting and 
Sl^aving Parlors 



W. D. rrencti's BiocK, 



Main Street. 



c 



OUNTPy PESIDENCE 



To Let for the Season. 

The R. D. Andrews estate on main under 
mountain road. Beautifully situated 
about four miles from Sheffield Post 
Office. This estate consisting of 130 
acres and buildings is for sale. 

For particulars, address 

R. F. LITTLE, SuKEnynrTiT), Mass. 
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W. D. FRENCH. 

Full assortment fancy and staple 

Groceries and Provisions. 




Fruits and Vegetables in Season. 

Best Goods at right prices. 

SHOES. 

Our Shoe Department is well sup- 
plied with a large stock. 

SOUVENIR GOODS 

and Postal Cards in stock during the 
summer season. 

We also sell 

Dry Goods, Fancy Goods, 
Notions, Furniture, 
\ Bicycles, Hardware, etc. 

W. D. FRENCH. 
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A. L. Barnes, Pres. M. A. Barnes, Sec'y-Treas. 

The A. & M. Barnes Lime Company 

( Incorporated. ) 
Manufacturers of and dealers in 

HIGH GR.AlDE 

]Sj:i^soisrs' and iriisriSH:iNG 



lim:e; 



The following analysis shows our product to be 

very rich in Lime: 



Carbonate of Lime, . 98.SJf 
Carbonate of Magnesia, .50 

Oxide of Iron, i^ 

Water arid Loss, . . . .64^ 



When in Sheffield give us a call at the works. 
Shall be pleased to show visitors around. 
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Sodium 




From the celebrated Sodium Spring 
at Sheffield in the Beri<shires, is a 
natural tonic and contains a combin- 
ation of chemical constituents that 
makes it the ideal remedy for 

Eczema, Rheumatism, Gout, 
Blight's Disease and Diabetes. 

It is widely used and commended by 
physicians. Booklet, giving full his- 
tory and report of its wide usefulness 
in diseased conditions, mailed free. 



The Berkshire Springs Co. 

579. 581 East 133d St New York CKy 



Tckphonc, 2883 Haricm 




The Famous 

Berkshire Water 



Direct from our Springs in the 
Berkshire Hills to you in Greater 
New York. 

"Berkshire" is famous in New York as the purest 
and best water on the market. Its reputation 
is not undeserved. 

Our specialty is the furnishing of pure water 
for the table ; we guarantee every gallon we put 
out. Our springs are thoroughly protected, the 
most scrupulous care is given to the washing and 
filling of bottles, and any contamination is practi- 
cally impossible. Germs of typhoid, scarlet fever 
or diphtheria will never be found in ' ' Berkshire. ' ' 

Hundreds of physicians use and commend it, 
and you would be interested in learning how many 
leading New York families we supply. 
"Berkshire" is put up in various ways. You 
can have it in cases holding 12 single quarts, 
6 two quarts, or 6 six-pint bottles, or in a carboy 
holding five gallons. The case holding 12 quart 
bottles is an especially handsome package for 
family use. All cases fifty cents. 

If you would Uke to try " Berkshire," write or 
telephone, and we will deliver a sample case to 
you, free of expense. 

The Berkshire Springs Co., 

579, 581 East 133d Street, New York City 

Telephone 2883 Kariem 
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[JOHN J. oarmodyJ 

I Druggiat anb |pbarmacidt« | 

I Prescriptions carefully compounded | 

I from pure, fresh Drugs by registered j 
I Pharmacists. | 

I CHOICE PERFUMES | 

= and J 

I TOILET ARTICLES. I 

g . . We carry a full lire of . . M 

I STATKWERY ami MAGJZIXES | 
I CANDIES: I 

r^Huyier's" and "Wallace's"! 

I Fresh every week. m 

I Try our delicious Ice Cream Soda. | 



tf Orders solicited for Daily and Sunday Newspapers. 



ill!" 
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E. J. Vosburgh, 



. DEALER IN 



DRY GOODS, GROCERIES and 

GENERAL i^ERCHANDISE, 

EEED, MEAL, Etc. 



CHOICE GROCERIES A 
SPECIALTY. 



. , Mgervt for . . 

CHASE & SANBORN'S 

"SEAL" BRAND 

JAVA & MOCHA COrrEE. 

MAIN STREET, - Opposite Post Office. 
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I I 

% Entabllshed 184S. '% 

i i. 

^ W. H. LITTLE & CO., * 

P 
. . DEALERS IN . . -^ 

I General Merchandise, Dry Goods, Groceries | 

^ and Builders' Hardware. | 

f f 

I Souvenir Goods, Fruits and Vegetables. | 

I In our annex we carry Grain and Feed. I 

% % 

!<>' • ^ 



^.: 



I T I 

I HOUSE FURNISHERS. I 



i Carpets, Mattings, Bedding. ^ 



I Rattan and Willow Easy Chairs, | 

% Kitchen Ware and Hardwood Furniture. | 



I Also SPORTING GOODS, "^ 

I RUBBER GOODS. ^, 

I Jli^'Sr^'"""": FOOTWEAR, i 



i p 



» "f i 



a 



s 



MAIN STREET, - SHEFFIELD. 



?^ 



^ '^ ^iiS* 
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Berkshire Street 
Pailway Co. 



FAST ELECTRIC LINE. 

GOING SOUTH: 

Commencing 5 :S5 a. m. Leave Pittsfteld, half 
hourly for Leiwx, Lenoxdale, Lee and South 
Lee until 11:05 p, m. 

Leave Pittsfield 6:05 a, m, and hourly until 
10:05 p, m. for Stockhridge, Housatonic and 
Great Barrington, 

GOING NORTH: 

Leave Great Barrington 6:05 a. m. and hour- 
ly until 12:00, midnight, for Stock-bridge, 
Lee, Lenox and Pittsfield, 

R. D. GILLETT, Pres. A. W. EATON, Treas. 

H. C. PAGE, General Manager. 
OFFICE AT PITTSFIELD, MASS. Telephone: 240. 
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R. M. SMITH, 



' > ♦ < > 



lain and DeeeraMve Bainl^eF, Bapep 
^a^gep and Fpeseeep. 



■♦<-- 



"W^all Paper a Specialty. 

A. H.TUTTLE, 



J ANTHRACITE COAL I 

I g 



MAIN STREET. 

MRS. M. E. COWLCS, 



FIREINSURNACE 



Main Street, - - SHeffield, Mass. 
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SHKFFIKLD, MASS. 




Automobiles and Supplies, 
Bicycles and Supplies, 
Gas and Gasolene Engines. 

BEPAIRING DONE PBOMPTLY. 

-^ GEO. ELSFURR -i— 




SHEETIELD, MA.SS. 

c. m:. gmbbs, 

CIXXTHXtSTG, 

FURNISHrNG GOODS, 

HAM MOCKS , ETC. 

GT. HARRINGTON, MASS. 
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Three milei^ from Sheffield, one mile from Aehlej Falls post 
oltice nnd ^:tation, Accommodates i>) to 20. Wide piazzas, ex- 
ten^^ve Uwns; miik, cream, vegetabicB, chickens and eggs from 
our farm. Small iivery connected. Quiet and retiring (arm 
place. Terms upon application. G- H. BLODGETT, 

P. O. Address, Ashley Falls, Maes. 

PETE PC ASS I DY, 

Choice heats. 

f^ine Western Beef a specialtg. 

STONE STORE, HBIN STREET. 
"SHEFFIELD IN THE BERKSHIRES" 



Extra copies of this booklet will be mailed postpaid 
to atiy address on receipt of twenty cents. 

W. D. FRENCH. 
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